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(Translations of the three Inscriptions 
on the Cover.) 


1. Arabic. 


‘‘ These are our works which prove 
what we have done; 

Look, therefore, at our works 
when we are gone,’’ 


2. Turkish. 


‘‘His genius cast its shadow o’er the world, 
And in brief time he much achieved and 
wrought : 
The Age’s Sun was he, and ageing suns 
Cast lengthy shadows, though their time be 


short.’ 
(Æemal Päshä-zédé.) 


3. Persian. 


‘“ When we are dead, seek for our 
resting-place 
Not in the earth, but in the 
hearts of men.’ 


(Jal&lu ‘'d-Din Rémi) 
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INTRODUCTION. 


Tne root which is used by the Arabs to designate “ascription,” nasaba, appears not to 
be found in the other Semitic languages, and is likely therefore to have originated in 
Arabia. It may be connected with the word sabab, “a rope,” and in general “an 
attachment.” In the Kur’än the word is used in contradistinction to sikr, “ relationship 
by marriage,” ! and is therefore thought to mean “relationship by parentage,” £.e. con- 
nection on the side of either father or mother? And originally the study of ansäb dealt 
with relationship of this sort. [t is said to go back to pre-Islamic days, and the first 
Caliph, Abü Bakr, is supposed to have been an authority on the subject. Its import- 
ance for the early Arabs is rightly connected with the blood-feud by the author of à 
eurious mediæval “squib,” fathered on the eminent Rabbi Seadyah Gaon Since a 
man's life depended on his not belonging to a particular tribe, it was of importance that 
he should be able to locate himself correctly, and that there should be persons belonging 
to the different communities who could test his account of himself. 

The study of pedigrees continued into Islamic days, and was doubtless encourageld 
by the privileges bestowed by the Umayyads on the Arabian Moslems. But even after 
the decline of the Arabian empire Arab descent counted as a sort of nobility, and even 
in our time pedigrees are excogitated whereby Turks or Indians demonstrate connection 
with the historic clans of Arabia. 

The adjectival form which indicates such tribal connection is common to Arabic 
not only with other Semitic languages, but also with some of the classical languages of 
Europe. Just as the Latin Gentile names are all of the form Tallius, Mare-ius, just 
as in Greek one connected with Demosthenes is called Demosthene-i-os, so in Arabic the 
tribal name ends in iyyun. This form of adjective, though termed by the later gram- 
mariuns aasub où nisbak, signities not only the tribal relation, but connection with 
places, trades, occupations, &e.! and in general any form of location. An adjective vf 
this sort—and indeed more than one—can be used of any person; and owing to the 
employment of comparatively few proper names, a man can be more easily distinguished 
by his nisbah than in any other way. Thus of the Six great Collectors of Tradition 
three are known by their mishaks (Bokhärt, Tirmidhi, Nasïi), and among Arabie authors 
generally the same proportion is maintained. 

Tt was evidently desirable that these wisbaks should be collected when they became 
numerous, and some account be given of the persons to whom they belonged. ‘“ Per- 
sons,” rijul, in this context means * traditionalists,” since the study ot Tradition is that 
which Moslems pursued with the greatest zeal,® and a great deal depended on the 
faithfulness with which they commmunicated what they had received. We possess in the 


? Sürah xxv. 56. ? Räghib Isfahani, Mufradat. 5 Sefer ha-Galäy. 
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Dictionary of Ibn al-Kaisaräni, ob. 507, which was printed in 1865, the work of a fore- 
runner 6f Sam“ni, who made à modest collection of such names, which he arranged in 
alphabetical order. That which is now presented to Arabie scholars in facsimile is only 
fifty years later, but is the most exhaustive work of the kind ever produced. An 
abridgment of it was made in the following century by the historian Ibn al-Athir, of 
which two volumes are preserved in the Berlin Royal Library! Of this, again, an 
abridgment was made by the polygraph Suyüti, which was printed in 1851. 

Of the author, Taj al-Din Abü Sal ‘Abd al-Karnn b. Muhammad al-Samfni, notices 
are to be found in the chronicles of Ibn al-Athir and Dhahabi,? as well as in the 
biographical dictionaries of Ibn Khallikän and Subki‘ Like many men who have 
spent their lives in study and compilation, he has not left much for his biosraphers to 
record ; but the four notices quoted contain slightly different material, and à certain 
amount can be gleaned from his references to himself and his friends in the present 
work. In the article Sam‘äni he tells us à fair amount about his ancestors and 
relations, and it is thence mainly that the family tree which follows this Preface has 
been compiled. It is clear that his family had been long settled in Merw, where his 
great-grandfather was kadi. This personage’s name was Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Jabbär 
al-Sam‘äni, and according to our author this nisbah refers to a clan named Samn of the 
tribe Tamim. No clan of this name appears to be known to Ibn Duraid. His grand- 
father, Abu Muzatfar Mansür, who lived from 422 489, was à famous commentator on 
the Kur’än, as well as traditionalist, many of whose pupils are mentioned by Väküt in 
hix Geographical Dictionary. He abandoned the Ifanetite system for the Shatïrite in 
462 at Meccah, and is said to have suflered persecution in consequence after his return 
to Merw. His son Abn Baker Muhammad (our authors father, who lived from 466- 
510) ‘commenced many works, but finished none of them.” Our author, Abû Sa‘, or 
Abü Said, was born in 506. At the early age of three he was taken by his father to 
Nisabur to study Tradition, and was there presented to the shaïkh ‘Abd al-Ghafñär b. 
Muhammad akShiruwt, who had taught his grandfathers contemporaries® They 
seem to have returned in the following year to Merw, where Sam‘änÿs father died 
Safar 2. He was then brought up by his uncles and one Muhammad al-Shujäfi of 
Sarkhas, a friend of his father’s, who played the part of a father to him Since the 
number of persons under whon he studied in his lifetime was variously reckoned at 
4000 and 7000—the latter said to be à record number—that lifetime was largely spent in 
travelling from place to place in order to hear traditions and collect other information 
His uneles then probably took him about during his youth, as his father had done ; and in 
529 he tells us he went with one of the uncles to Nisabur, whence this unele (Abu 
I-Käsim Ahmad) returned to Merw, whereas he himself remained a year at Nisabur and 
thence proceeded to Isfahan. The period from 530 to 538 seems to have been mainly 
spent in Paghdad, where we find bin in 9332 (having travelled Uither from Hamadhan), 
534, and 358;°% but during this period he visited many other places — Damaseus in 539,1" 
Rayy in 537,11 Nisabur in 537,1 'üs in 538% According to Dhahabi he returned to 
Merw in 938, and there married. His son Abd alain was born the following vear,!! 
and, following his father’s example, he presently took him with him on his travels, He 
mentions that this son heard traditions at Bokhara—probably not so early as on his 
visit to that city in 540; for, indeed, Sam‘äni visited the same places repcatedly, e.g. 


! Called al-Lubüb, Ahlwardt, Catalogue, 9929, 3. 2 PBodl. MS, 
5 Trans. De Slane, ii, 156. 4 Tabakät, iv. 259. 5 Ansab, 3145b. 
$ Ansab, 330a. * Pages 309b, 408b. # Page 3080. $ Page 356a. 
19 Page 390a. 1 Page 316b. 2 Page S0b. 1 Page 316a. 
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Nisabur four times before 545,1 ‘l'üs twice,? &c. In 549 he was in Khwarizm ;® part of 
550 was spent in Nasaf;t but according to Dhahabi he was back in Merw the same 
year, whereas in 551 he was in [sfahan.’ He claims that in 555 he acted as mediator 
between the people of Sinj and the Ghuzz, who for many years had in vain besiesed 
this fortress in the neighbourhood of Merw ;5 in consequence he was able to give orders 
to the people of Sinj. This appears to be the latest date mentioned in the Ansäb; for 
the date 582 which occurs on page 3684 is after the author’s death, and is besides in- 
herently huprobable. This must therefore be corrupt. 

The above has by no means exhausted the list of places visited by Sam‘äni; his 
travels in Syria reached as far as Saida ? and Ialab,* and he also spent time at Kufah, 
Basrah, and in the Ilijäz. ‘Traditions were sometimes collected by him during a stay of 
an hour,° whercas at other times he had to encounter difhculties and delay in getting 
the information which he required.!’ The notion that he professed to have gone farther 
afield for his traditions than he really had gone is condemned by Ibn al-Athir and the 
historians who copy him as à calumny of the Hanbalite Ibn al-Jauzi, who had no 
sympathy with à Shafi‘ite, 

At some period after 551 he settled in Merw, where he occupied à chair in the 
‘Amidiyyah College, which Yäküt mentions. He otherwise devoted his time to 
arranging the materials which he had collected ; and the list of his works, though less 
portentous than is the case with many of the authors whose lives are narrated by 
Yaküt e.9. Samänts friend Ibn fAsikir contains forty-nine titles. Three copies of 
this list are to be found in the work of Subki and the published and unpublished works 
of Dhahabi, and what appear Lo be the correct titles have been restored by comparing 
them. ‘Twenty of these had been collected by Wiüstenfeld in his Geschichtschreiber der 
Araber 1 from the Kashf al Zunün; he gave the Latin translations of the titles as 
conceived by Flügel, who, as usual, was not very felicitous. Mr. Amedroz has noticed 
references to three of the works (nos. 3,1? 14,1 and 46 !#) in the Ansäb. The work which 
is most frequently cited is the Appendix to the History of Baghdad (no. 23), whence 
both Yäküt aud bn Kballikan draw freely.  Probably the bulk of Kam‘änis literary 
productions did not cireulate far outside Merw, where the originals were presered in à 
library founded by the family called Scem'aniyyah, in which it is probable that Yaküt, 
who cites Samänurs MSS,. studied and excerpted them; there they are likely to have 
perished when Merw was burned by the Mongols in 618. 

When a work had wide circulation, the introduction of any alteration was difiicult ; 
Elarni would gladly have altered the text in one of bis Makämahs, but the fact that he 
had licensed 700 copies stood in his way.® It is therefore à sign of small circulation 
that the Anstb contains statements which must have been made at different Limes ; 
thus on page 336a the author speaks of his three visits to Nisabur, and adds that a 
particular lecturer died in 547; but on page 397b he speaks of his fourth visit to that 
place, which from the context cannot have been later than 545. Apparently then he 
added matter from time to time, and did not always take the trouble to reconcile con- 
Hicting statements. 

Probably the matter contained in the Ansab is much the same as was embodied by 
the author in the Dictionary of his Teachers (no. 44), the Biographies of Later Tradition- 
alists (no. 47), the Geographical Dictionary (no. 43), the Appendix to the [listory of 


} Page 397b. ? Page 4144. 5 Page 397b. * Page 416b. 

5 Page 308b. $ Page 313a. Compare Yaküt, Geograph. Dict., s.v. Sinj. 

* Page 356b. 8 Yaküt, Dictionary of Learnced Men, v. 9 Page 3514. 

19 Page 3204. I No, 254, 12 84a, line 6. 15 497a, line 5 a.f. 


M 84a, line 6, and 296a, line 15. 15 Yakuüt, Dictionary of Learned Men, vi. (in the press), 
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Baghdad (no. 23), and the History of Merw (no. 9). The study of Tradition is what 
underlies all works of this kind, just as it underlies the Geographical Dictionary of 
Yäkat and the History of Damaseus by Ibn \sakir. But the utility of these works 
is by no means confined to that study ; they are mines of valuable information, and the 
Ansäb may prove nearly as indispensable to Arabic schelars as is the work of Väküt. 
Much gratitude is therefore due to the Gibb Trustees for rendering it generally 
accessible ; and in particular to Mr. Erzis, who has not only supervised the making of 
the facsimiles, but greatly facilitated the use of the work by marking on the margin 
the commencement of each nisbah. 
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